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In the College of Agriculture, Family Sciences and 
Technology we naturally take pride in planting a 
seed, watering that seed and watching it grow. As 
that seed grows into full bloom, it can improve the 
environment and feed those needing nourishment. 
We apply this analogy to the growth of our 
students. They come here as seeds and we plant 
them, water them and watch them grow. We plant 
them by enriching their minds and teaching them 
to be open to opportunities. We water them with 
a competitive education and life changing, out of 
the classroom experiences. This allows them to 
grow and bloom into vibrant scholars. Many of 
these scholars make national and global impacts 
in the disciplines of agriculture and food sciences. 
Since the opening of our doors nearly 70 years ago, 
thousands of students have matriculated through 
the College of Agriculture. As the only 1890 Land- 
Grant University in Georgia, we take pride in our 
graduates and know they offer a unique skill set. 
This skill set is fostered through small classroom 
sizes and a rural setting, creating an excellent 
environment for learning about agriculture: 
Georgia’s billion dollar industry.

Our hands-on curriculum provides students with 
real world, applicable experiences, and our new 
state of the art facilities allow students to practice 
the use of modern technology in preparation for 
a career in an ever changing workforce. Through 
the information presented in the pages to follow, 
we praise the efforts and AGcomplishments of our 
seasoned alumni and current students. Moreover, 
we hope to inspire prospective students to visit our 
campus, apply and enroll.
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Technology
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small Start,
EndlESS opportunities

fVsu Alumnus beGins A 
cAreer At monsAnto
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by: russell boone, Jr.

Grand Island, Neb., and Baxley, Ga., 
may be hundreds of miles apart, but 
both towns have a lot in common. 
They’re both rural communities, 
have economies which rely heavily 
on agriculture, are known for their 
down-home hospitality, and claim 
Emanuel Williams as one of their 
own.

Williams, a 2012 agricultural 
economics graduate from Fort Valley 
State University, is a native of Baxley. 
He currently works for Monsanto 
Corporation in the Grand Island office 
as a district sales manager. Some of 
his responsibilities include overseeing 
dealer accounts, managing budgets, 
providing farmers with information 
about the seeds they purchase, monitoring fields 
where seeds are planted and helping farmers 
with any problems they may have during the 
growing season. “It’s a year round service we call 
‘seedsmanship’ within our brand,” Williams said.

The Baxley native started his career at Monsanto 
after interviewing with a company recruiter who 
visited FVSU’s campus. Williams was then invited 
to an 1890’s Leadership Conference in St. Louis. 
After completing a second interview, he secured a 
summer internship with the company.

Born and raised on a family farm, agriculture 
has always been a part of Williams’ life. He said 
the family farm was small, labor intensive, and 
a bit behind the times when it comes to the use 
of modern technology. Those things weighed 
on Williams’ mind, and apprehension set in on 
pursing anything dealing with agriculture.

“I wanted to get as far away from agriculture as I 
could,” Williams said.

His attitude towards agriculture began to change 
after accepting a football scholarship from FVSU. 
“With it (FVSU) being an ag [agriculture] school, 
I began inquiring about a major. So I went to the 

ag program side, and that’s where 
I met Dr. Erika Styles. I talked with 
her, and we talked about some of the 
provisions and a lot of opportunities 
within the ag industry that we have 
here in America and I fell in love with 
it,” Williams said. He said he was able 
to see agriculture in a new light and 
appreciated it more coming from a 
small farm and seeing the farming 
industry evolve with the use of 
modern technology.

The former FVSU student athlete 
gives a lot of credit to Styles for 
steering him down his career path. 
He said Styles provided him with all 
of the basic information needed to 

be successful in the agricultural field, 
and served as a mentor, helping him to 
cope with the daily situations a college 

student faces. “She helped me out not only on a 
personal level, but on a career and professional 
level as well,” Williams said. “Just utilizing her past 
experiences in the corporate world was very helpful 
and insightful for me.”

In addition to his relationship with his professors 
Williams also recalls the familial atmosphere 
among classmates. He said its one of the things 
he enjoyed the most. “It is a close knit group 
between students, professors and mentors. 
Everybody was always willing to lend a hand, and 
they want you to succeed because there are plenty 
of job opportunities for a graduate in the field of 
agriculture.”

Not only did Williams succeed in the classroom, 
he also balanced his time and performed well as a 
student-athlete. He said he learned the importance 
of managing time between classes and football 
practice. “It definitely took a little bit of getting 
used to. Sticking to a strict regimen and holding 
myself accountable was how I was able to make 
it,” Williams said. In addition to playing football, 
Williams also played varsity basketball at FVSU.

Emmanuel Williams takes 
time for a quick photo while 
inspecting a field in Nebraska.
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To prepare for a career in agriculture, the 24 year-
old spent a lot of time on FVSU’s research farm, and 
buckling down in the classroom.

His advice to a student looking to pursue a career in 
agriculture is straightforward. “Try to have a broad 
base to broaden your knowledge of agriculture as a 
whole. And once you narrow it down to maybe what 
you’re looking for, continue to strive and to really 
learn that field of agriculture,” Williams said. He 
also said that if you don’t know something, ask, be 
honest and keep your word.

As far as future plans are concerned, Williams said 
he plans on having a successful career at Monsanto. 
“I’m pretty happy where I’m at right now. I’m kind 
of looking at options for possibly moving up within 
Monsanto,” Williams said. He said some of those 
options include making his way back to Georgia 
while working for the Monsanto Corporation.

To contact Emanuel, visit him on Twitter @ 
EmanWilliams_.

Emanuel Williams and one of 
his clients, Tim Williams (right), 
discuss products and figures.

According to a 2015 news release from the u.s. 
Department of Agriculture, it is estimated that 
nearly 60,000 high-skilled agriculture job will be 
available in the u.s. with approximately 35,000 
graduates available to fill them.

Supplying a demand

60,000 
high-skilled 
agriculture 

jobs

35,000 
agriculture 
graduates

cAreers With stronGest Job DemAnD:
 › plant scientists
 › food scientists
 › sustainable biomaterials specialists
 › Water resources scientists And engineers
 › precision Agriculture specialists
 › farm Animal Veterinarians

AVerAGe yeArly Deficit of

22,500 jobs

college graduates with expertise in food, 
agriculture, renewable natural resources, and the 
environment are essential to our ability to address 
the u.s. priorities of food security, sustainable 
energy, and environmental quality.
Sources* the U.S. Department of Agriculture and Purdue University
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A Change
of Heart

VeterinAry 
proGrAm helps 
stuDent finD 
her pAssion

by chanaè bradley

“Choose a job you love, and you 
will never have to work a day in your 

life.”

Many working class citizens trying to 
make ends meet might be thinking easier 

said than done. According to a recent Gallup Poll, 
nearly 70 percent of U.S. workers are not reaching 
their full potential and are unhappy at work.

Karen Capps, a Fort Valley State University 
registered veterinary technician, fell into that 
percentage nearly 10 years ago. She knew what it 
was like to work a job that left her unhappy.

Capps, a Macon native, had earned a bachelor’s and 
master’s degree in business and also a certified 
public accountant license. She worked in a private 
practice for more than 15 years, but was not 
enjoying her career as an accountant. 

“I got tired of being so unhappy with what I was 
doing. I had always heard don’t go to work unless 
it’s fun. When I would go to work and cry because 
I had to go to work, I said this isn’t right, I need to 
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go back to my passion, 
which has always been 
animals,” Capps said.

Her thoughts became 
actions after hearing a radio advertisement one 
morning on National Public Radio. 

“I was lying in bed listening to NPR and an ad 
came on,” Capps said referencing a promotional 
advertisement for FVSU’s Veterinary Technology 
Program. “I thought maybe I should do that. Take 
this love of animals and get out of this people 
business.”

At the age of 43, the former accountant decided 
enough was enough and enrolled in the veterinary 
technology program at FVSU in the fall of 2005.  

“Once I made up my mind that was it. I worked full 
time, and drove back and forth from Macon to Fort 
Valley,” Capps said.

She remembers her first day of class as a non-
traditional student returning to school. 

“I fell in love with the campus immediately. I 
showed up, and did what I had to do,” Capps said. 
She said everyone was encouraging and helpful. 

Dr. George McCommon, head of FVSU’s 
Department of Veterinary Sciences and Public 
Health, said he recalls Karen as an intelligent, 
hardworking student with a zeal like no other. “She 
was great, she was attentive and really wanted to 
learn as she transitioned from an accountant to the 
veterinary profession,” McCommon said.

While transitioning and matriculating through the 
program Capps had an epiphany. 

“It made me realize how much I loved being back 
in the educational environment. I’m never leaving 
education,” Capps said. 

As a result of her experience and receiving her 
degree in 2007, Capps pursued employment as a 
registered veterinary technician at the University of 
Georgia (UGA) and FVSU. In this role, she cares for 
animals at UGA and FVSU and assists in teaching 
students enrolled in the veterinary technology 
program at FVSU.

“She obviously possess great math skills and 
tutors our students in math,” McCommon said, 
referencing her performance as an employee. In 
his observations, McCommon said Capps along 
with other non-traditional students come in 
knowing what they want and bring so much to the 
department with their various experiences. 

Although those accounting experiences were 
valuable, Capps said she is pleased with her 
decision to work in education.

“I’m enjoying it more than I thought I would, and 
I’m not missing accounting at all. I’m surprised how 
much I really love and want to help my students,” 
she said. 

As with many new ventures, Capps admitted there 
were some challenges.

“Money was a huge factor. I had to refinance my 
house; I had to cut back on all sorts of expenses. But 
I have no regrets. I knew it was the right thing to 
do,” she said. 

Now in a profession that she loves, the 52-year-
old said her fulfillment comes from working with 
students and caring for animals. 

“My best experiences come every year when I meet 
the new freshman,” Capps said. 

Introducing college freshman and high school 
students to career opportunities in veterinary 
sciences and agriculture is rewarding, she added. 

Capps said she developed a vested interest in 
the kids and the animals and hopes to make a 
difference in someone’s life by taking care of their 
animal or inspiring a student to fulfill their dreams.

“I wanted to be a veterinarian growing up but I 
didn’t think I was smart enough. Maybe I was. But 
I’m perfectly happy with what I’m doing, I love my 
student interaction,” Capps said.

Karen Capps, FVSU registered 
veterinary technician, assists 
FVSU veterinary students with 
lab work in the classroom.
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What iS veterinary technology?
The Bachelor of Science degree in veterinary 
technology is designed to give students a broad 
based background in basic sciences as well as 
veterinary disciplines. The degree, which is 
accredited by the Association of Veterinary Medical 
Association (AVMA), prepares students to care for 
small and large animals.

Job outlook
According to the U.S. Department of Labor, 
employment of veterinary technologists and 
technicians is projected to grow 30 percent 
from 2012 to 2022. Veterinarians and veterinary 
technicians are identified as two of the top five 
growth professions over the next 15 years.

What can graduateS do With a 
bachelor of Science degree in 
veterinary technology?
•	Become a veterinary technician at a veterinary 

clinic.
•	Apply to a doctor of veterinary medicine (DVM) 

program.
•	Become an epidemiologist.
•	Become a forensics specialist for animals.
For more information about the Bachelor of Science 
degree in veterinary technology, call 478-825-6424 
or visit http://ag.fvsu.edu/index.php/departments/
veterinary-science/.

Sources* Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Outlook 
Handbook, 2014-15 Edition, Veterinary Technologists and Technicians

Did you know?
fort Valley state university is the only 
institution in Georgia to offer an accredited 
bachelor of science degree in veterinary 
technology.
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did you participate in any extracurricular 
activities (clubs, fraternity, varsity sports 
etc.) when you were a student at fort valley? 
if so, which ones?  “I am a member of Phi Beta 
Sigma Fraternity. I used to live in what used to 
be the fraternity house just across from the Ag 
[agriculture] building.” Jones also participated in 
clubs within the College of Agriculture.

What opportunities would you recommend 
students take advantage of as an 
undergraduate?  Intercollegiate athletics, 
fraternities, clubs, organizations and take 
advantage of any internship opportunities or 
service learning opportunities.

Briefly,	what	
were some of the 
administrative 
positions you held before accepting the 
presidency at the university of albany?  
Associate vice president for the Office of Diversity 
at the University of Minnesota, the first vice 
provost for the University of Minnesota faculty 
and academic personnel and the first senior vice 
president of Academic Administration for the 
University of Minnesota System. In the latter 
role, Jones was responsible for the chancellors 
on campuses in Duluth, Crookston, Rochester 
and Morris, Minnesota. The position of academic 
administrator for the University Of Minnesota 

as a young man just a few short years ago, 
why did you decide to attend fort valley 
State?  “I decided on Fort Valley State because I had 
great familiarity with it because I had a cousin who 
graduated from there in the ‘50’s. I used to visit 
when she was a student there.” Jones, whose aunt 
is also an FVSU alum, has wanted to be a scientist 
since he was eight or nine years old. He credits 
his ninth grade vocational agriculture teacher, 
Walter Stallworth, for pointing him in the right 
direction and mentoring his interest in science and 
agriculture.

did you grow up on a farm?  “Yes, I did. My 
father was a sharecropper, so I grew up on a 
sharecropper’s farm in southwestern Georgia, in 
Terrell County (Dawson, Georgia). The major crops 
of course were peanuts and cotton, and we also 
grew a little bit of corn. My father eventually went 
from a small scale enterprise of just a few heads 
of hogs to feed the family from year to year, to 
actually producing 300 heads of hogs at one time.”

Why did you decide to major in agronomy?  “I 
knew I was interested in science and I wasn’t all 
that interested in the animal aspect of agricultural 
science. I knew I wanted to pursue a degree in 
agronomy as an agriculture major because I had a 
very deep curiosity about plants. And, because of 
my experiences in vocational agriculture, I knew I 
wanted to pursue a degree in the study of field crop 
production.”

Dr. Robert Jones, president of 
the University of Albany, takes 
time to speak with residents on 
the city’s waterfront.
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Dr. robert Jones, a 1973 graduate of fort 
Valley state college (university), is the 19th 
president of the state university of new 
york at Albany. the university enrolls more 
than 17,000 undergraduate and graduate 
students, and employs nearly 1,200 people. 
in addition to his administrative duties, Jones 
performed with the Grammy Award-winning 
singers, the sounds of blackness. Jones, who 
majored in agronomy at fVsc, took time out 
of his schedule to discuss how his upbringing 
and experiences at fort Valley helped him to 
accomplish his goals.
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System led to a nomination for the presidency at 
the University of Albany.

are there any similarities between the 
university of albany and fort valley State 
university?  “All universities have some 
similarities, but then there are also significant 
differences. The similarities would be our great 
commitment to students’ success across the 
board, [and a] great commitment to enhancing 
the experience of all of our students, particularly 
the undergraduates. When I was there, Fort Valley 
was 99.9 percent African American, I’m sure that’s 
changed. The University of Albany has the highest 
diversity among the other SUNY (State University 
of New York) campuses. About 38 percent of our 

students are students of color, and 42 percent of our 
entering class are students of color, so it’s a very, 
very diverse campus.” Jones said the schools share 
a very strong commitment to research, excellent 
teaching, engagement and outreach. He said even 
though Albany’s not a land-grant university, those 
areas are keys to its mission as an urban university.

finally, what was tougher, graduating from 
fort valley State or auditioning for the 
grammy award Winning group Sounds of 
blackness?  “Graduating from Fort Valley State by 
far. It’s a lot tougher than standing up, singing one 
song and basically someone saying, ‘Okay, you’re 
in!’”

Jones shares a light moment 
and a laugh with some 
members of the student body.

Photo by: Mark McCarty, Univ. of Albany
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Women in Agriculture
AlumnA nAmeD first AfricAn-AmericAn femAle to leAD u.s. 

DepArtment of AGriculture AreA one office in GeorGiA

The alumna began her career with the USDA as a 
student intern and member of FVSU’s Cooperative 
Education Program. After graduation, Jones served 
in several roles at the USDA including area specialist 
and rural development manager. She also earned her 
master’s degree in human resource management in 
2007.

As an area officer, she plans to have a positive impact 
with clients by improving outreach opportunities for 
communities, non-profit organizations and public 
entities.

She wants to inform communities about the funds 
available through the USDA and how they can be 
used for capital improvements. “With our agency, if 
you gave us a raw piece of land in a rural community, 
we could build you a city,” Jones said.

by russell boone Jr.

A Fort Valley State University alumna recently 
received a historic appointment in the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA).

Evette M. (Mills) Jones, a 1993 agricultural 
economics graduate, is the first African-American 
female appointed director for the USDA’s Rural 
Development Area One Georgia office. Jones’ service 
area is comprised of more than 25 counties in 
northwest Georgia. In this role she will ensure the 
administration of federal programs, oversee loans 
and grants for rural areas, and provide leadership for 
comprehensive rural development programs.

“It’s a huge honor, but I know it’s also a huge 
responsibility,” Jones said referring to her new 
position. She said she is up to the task and open to 
learning more.
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Get a job, and make some money.
yvette Jones, like many former fort Valley state 
university students, received an early taste of 
the corporate world through fVsu’s cooperative 
education (co-op) program. the co-op program 
is designed for participants to link classroom 
work with practical work experience. FVSU offers 
more than 40 working co-op agreements with 
government, business, and service type agencies.

co-op students alternate between a semester 
of full-time study and a semester of full-time 
employment based on their availability beginning 
their sophomore year.  this allows the participant 
to gain critical, on-the-job experience while 
completing work towards a college degree in their 
major.

OBJECtivES Of tHE CO-Op:
•	Assist students in applying academic skills to real-

world employment situations.
•	 enlighten students to make wise career choices.
•	help students to appreciate their chosen major.
•	Allow student to earn an income that can help 

cover college expenses.

•	Give students a chance to enhance their social skills 
by exposing them to multiple social environments.

ELiGiBiLity REquiREMENtS
the co-op program is open to all fVsu students 
and majors who meet the following requirements:
•	must be a registered, full time student.
•	must have completed 30 hours (of academic work.
•	must maintain a 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0 

scale.
•	Must have an application on file with FVSU’s Career 

Development cooperative education coordinator.
transfer students must complete a minimum of 30 
hours of academic work at fVsu before taking a 
work assignment.

For more information about the Cooperative 
Education Program contact:
Dr. Romelda Simmons 
Director, Career and Alumni Services
Peabody Building, Suite 101
478-825-6350
simmonsr@fvsu.edu 

Students aspiring for a career with the USDA should 
seek internships, work hard in class and take 
advantage of the Cooperative Education Program, 
Jones said. The program is a joint venture between 
companies, agencies and higher education. It allows 
students to gain work experience while still enrolled 
at FVSU.

“It’s an excellent program most students don’t 
utilize to its capacity. It was definitely the open door 
I needed to get into my career path,” Jones said. She 
also stressed that academic performance is a priority.

Jones said that students presently at FVSU have 
more resources compared to when she was in school, 
and they should take advantage of that situation. “I 
think utilizing the resources that you actually have 
available to you on campus and seeking out those 

opportunities is critical for the students there at this 
point,” Jones said.

As a student at FVSU, Jones participated in the pep 
club, debate team, and agricultural economics club 
and was a special attendant to Miss FVSU. “I love 
Fort Valley. I grew up on Fort Valley,” Jones said 
referencing the campus.

The Macon native considers the institution home 
and said it was a place she learned about herself as an 
African-American, a woman and a person. Jones, 44 
is married to Anthony Jones, who graduated with her 
on the same day at FVSU with a bachelor’s degree in 
computer information systems.

For more information about FVSU’s Cooperative 
Education Program, call (478) 825-6350.
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How I 
Spent My 
Summer

Where did you complete your summer 
program/ internship? In Gainesville, Florida at 
the University of Florida, during the summer of 
2014.

What type of summer program did you 
complete and how long did you work? I 
completed an internship in the horticultural 
sciences plant cellular and molecular biology 
department for eight weeks. It was a National 
Science Foundation Summer Research Experience 
for Undergraduates Program.  I worked 8 hours a 
day, Monday – Friday.

how did you apply? I wrote an essay and sent 
letters of recommendations from my professors.

What type of work did you do and why?  I studied 
the phenotypes of plant genealogies for strategic 
breeding. The goal was to help commercial farmers 
grow tomatoes that maintained a high yield and 
vibrant red color without sacrificing the nutritional 

students at fVsu are spending their 
summer vacations getting ahead. 

learn how brandon beaty has built 
lasting memories and learned more 

about the world around him through 
a summer program.

value of the fruit in the process. Ultimately the 
research aims to help farmers maintain low 
production costs so that they can still make money, 
while supplying consumers’ quality goods with 
higher nutritional value.

What did you do daily? I went out in the field 
once a week, harvested the ripened fruit from 115 
different tomato plants, packaged them, labeled 
them by their specific genealogy, took those back to 
the lab, studied them for the remainder of the week 
performing tests and analyzing the results.

did you get paid? We received a stipend that 
helped us pay for rent and food while we lived near 
campus during the experience.

how did fort valley State university prepare 
you for this experience? My classes prepared 
me for the theoretical approach, the worked I 
conducted in the labs at FVSU allowed me to be 
familiar with the equipment used to conduct the 
research.

What was the best part of the experience? 
The knowledge I gained form using all the 
instrumentation. I know how to use a mass 
spectrometer; most people don’t know what that 
is. I know how to read it and how to operate it. The 
good thing is I know how to take what I did there 
and apply it to something completely different. It 
was all really cool.

What surprised you? Prior to this experiment I 
didn’t like tomatoes. Now I have found one that I 
like which is a mix between the Garden Heirloom-
Maglia Rosa Cherry, and the commercial variety 
FL8059. It’s really good, it tastes like fruit.

Brandon Beaty conducts an 
analysis on tomato plants 
growing at the University of 
Florida during his summer 
research program.

BRAndon BEATy
Age: 24
class: Junior
major: plant science 
(biotechnology concentration)
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What do you plan to do after graduation? I 
want to attend graduate school and eventually work 
in pharmaceutical sciences or as a plant scientist 
helping to make food and medicine healthier for 
people to consume.

What advice would you give to students who 
want to have a summer experience like yours? 
Try to search for opportunities you’re interested in 
because that’s what your focus will be. Make sure 
you’re doing well in the classroom and develop 
a strong science background which will help you 
during your research.

Where did you complete your summer 
program/internship? In Manhattan, Kansas at 
Kansas State University during the summer of 2014.

What type of summer program did you 
complete, and how long did you work? I 
completed an internship at Kansas State University. 
I worked in the Kansas State Research Extension 
Program and in the Kansas State University Family 
Studies and Human Services Department This was 
the first time they had an intern in that area.  I 
lived in Kansas for two months during the summer.

how did you apply? I had to submit 
recommendation letters from professors with 
a doctorate degree. I also had to write a letter 

of intent explaining why I was best fit for the 
program. It was a competitive process.

What did you do daily? Daily I conducted 
research with a team of students and professors. 
We also made site visits to various places in the 
community to aid in our research. Each day started 
at 8 a.m., and ended at 5 p.m., mimicking a full 
time job schedule.

What type of work did you do and why? I 
worked on a proposal for a grant. The proposal 
requests funding to help build a child development 
center for residents living in a low income area.

What did you take away from this experience? 
I learned what it takes to develop a grant proposal. I 
also learned how to conduct solid research and how 
to interact and collaborate with people in academia 
and the community.

did you get paid? I received a stipend that covered 
my food and other living expenses. While in 
Kansas, I lived on campus in a dorm.

What do you plan to do after graduation? I am 
getting married summer 2015. After my wedding, I 
plan to work at a childcare facility, and eventually 
further my education in graduate school. Kansas 
State University is one of my choices. In the future, 
I plan on opening my own childcare education 
facility.

Kiawna Williams accepts a 
certificate from administrators 
at Kansas State Univeristy 
after completing a summer 
internship in the Family 
Studies and Human Services 
Department.

learn how Kiawna Williams’ 
summer research experience has 

equipped her with the knowledge 
to solve real world problems 

in the area of infant and child 
development.

KIAwnA wIllIAMS
Age: 26
class: senior
major: infant and child 
development
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selecting a major in college may be easy for some, but 
for those who are undecided, agriculture is a viable 

option. Fort Valley State University offers 12 degrees 
through its college of Agriculture, family sciences 

and technology. these programs can prepare 
students to become dieticians, engineers or 

veterinarians, just to name a few. below 
is a list of programs offered that can be 
a jumpstart to an exciting career.

•	Agricultural Economics
•	Agricultural Education
•	Agricultural Engineering Technology
•	Animal Science
•	Electronic Engineering Technology
•	Food and Nutrition
•	 Infant and Child Development
•	Plant Science 

 › Environmental soil science
 › Biotechnology
 › Horticulture

•	Veterinary Technology
•	Biotechnology (M.S.)

 › Plant 
 › Animal 
 › Applied 

•	Animal Science (M.S.)
•	Public Health (MPH)

 › Environmental Health

Undecided About Your Major?

Visit us at ag.fvsu.edu for more information 
or, contact fVsu’s college of Agriculture, 
family sciences and technology marketing and 
outreach coordinator fanisha maze, at 478-825-
3976 or mazef@fvsu.edu

What can graduates do with a degree from 
the college of ag? 
Students are prepared for many careers; possible 
jobs include:
•	Financial Analyst
•	Biomedical Engineer
•	Crop Consultant
•	Greenhouse Manager
•	Teacher
•	Veterinary Technician 
•	County Extension Agent
•	Economist
•	Research Scientist
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stuDents on THE RISE
FVSU Agricultural Economics Club 
Members Compete at national 
Conference

(Seated from Left-Right) Agriculture economics majors TaNia 
Rowland, Jasmine Hughes and Sadiyyah Muhammad (Standing 
from L-R) Jackie Whitehead, FVSU research assistant, agriculture 
economic majors Richmond Brou, Millicent Cosby, Brian Glover 
and Dr. Mohammed Ibrahim, coordinator of Fort Valley State 
University’s Agricultural Economics Program and advisor to the 
Agriculture Economics club. Not pictured, Christopher Clark.

Seven members of Fort Valley State University’s 
Agricultural Economics Club attended the Southern 
Agricultural Economics Association’s 47th annual 
conference Jan. 31-Feb. 3 at the Westin Peachtree 
Plaza in Atlanta.

During the conference, club members participated 
in the Southern Agricultural Economics Association 
Quizbowl where they answered questions about 
applied economics, agribusiness and general 
knowledge.  More than 112 students from 19 
colleges and universities competed in the event 
where students are randomly divided into 28 teams 
each consisting of four individuals.

Dr. Mohammed Ibrahim, coordinator of the 
agricultural economics program and club advisor, said 
he is very pleased with the performance of the group 
as a whole. “On average, most of their teams went 
beyond the first round,” Ibrahim said. Brian Glover, 
a junior agricultural economics major from Twiggs 
County, earned first place honors with his unit.

Glover, whose group consisted of students from 
Purdue University and Kentucky State University, 
said it was a great experience to represent FVSU 
on a national level and enhance the school’s 
reputation in agricultural economics. Each member 
of the first place team received a certificate and 
$100 prize.

For more information about FVSU’s Agricultural 
Economics Program, contact Ibrahim at 478-825-
6815 or ibrahimm@fvsu.edu.

Student Recognized as “Most 
outstanding” by a national 
Coalition

Jhameka Jones, senior family and consumer sciences major, 
earns “The Most Outstanding Student Award” from the 
American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences (AAFCS).

Academic excellence, dedication and a commitment 
to service helped Jhameka Jones, a 22-year-old 
family and consumer sciences major to earn a 
prestigious award during a national conference.

Jones earned “The Most Outstanding Student Award” 
from the National Coalition for Black Development 
in Family and Consumer Sciences, an affiliate of 
the American Association of Family and Consumer 
Sciences (AAFCS). Jones received the award in St. 
Louis, MO. during a banquet summer 2014.
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Jones competed for the award against students 
representing land-grant universities across the 
U.S. She was presented the award at the conference 
which drew more than 700 students and 
professionals.

“Family and consumer sciences are the backbone of 
the family. In order for us to have a better economy 
and lifestyle, we have to build on the family first,” 
Jones said.

She highlighted how the conference allowed 
her the opportunity to network with students, 
professors and professionals from across the 
country. She also met Seth Henderson, winner of 
the seventh season of the television show Project 
Runway who was a speaker at the conference.

The Americus native said after graduation she 
aspires to leave her home state, further her education 
and eventually come back and teach at FVSU.

 “I want to learn everything I can in my twenties so 
I can teach everything I’ve learned in my thirties,” 
she said. She attributes her aspirations to the FCS 
program at FVSU.

“My major is awesome. The teachers are very 
helpful. When you get in class, you can tell they 
really want you to be somebody,” Jones said.

Overall, she said her goal is to help improve the 
lives of families.

 “It’s hard to teach older people new ways, so if 
you start from the beginning with younger adults 
[who are] having children, maybe we can spark a 
change,” Jones said.

For more information about FVSU’s Family and 
Consumer Sciences Program, visit ag.fvsu.edu or 
call (478) 825-6234.

Students Study Abroad for Spring 
Break in the Caribbean
Two Fort Valley State University students turned 
their spring break vacation into a study abroad trip 
in the Dominican Republic March 7-14.

Millicent Cosby, a senior agricultural economics 
major and Zachary Shannon, a sophomore 
agricultural economics major, participated in the 
Dominican Republic Spring Break Study Trip. The 

trip is offered by Global Incite, an organization 
that sponsors student and group trips to various 
countries and continents such as Africa, Central 
and South America and Australia. Joining them 
on the trip were two agriculture students from 
Tuskegee University.

While visiting the island nation, the students 
toured the towns of Puerta Plata, Sasua and the 
capitol city Santo Domingo. During the tour, they 
gathered data on economic development in Santo 
Domingo, visited a dairy farm and took a boat 
ride on the Ozama River to Isla Espaniola. They 
used the information they gathered to complete 
assignments for classes at FVSU.

Funding for the trip is provided by the Multicultural 
Scholars in Agricultural Economics Scholarship, 
a U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) 
grant. The grant will allow three additional 
agricultural economics majors to travel overseas 
and study in China between May 20 and June 10.

For more information about the Multicultural 
Scholars in Agricultural Economics scholarship, 
contact Dr. Erika Styles, associate professor of 
agricultural economics as (478) 825-3134 or e-mail 
stylese@fvsu.edu . Dr. Mack Nelson, professor of 
agriculture, can also be contacted at (478) 825-6719 
or nelsonm@fvsu.edu.
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Agricultural communications
p.o. box 4061
fort Valley state university
fort Valley, Georgia 31030-4313
ag.fvsu.edu

are you an alumnus or know 
an alumnus of fort valley 
State university’s college 
of agriculture and have an 
interesting story to tell?

contact us at fvsu.ag@gmail.com


